
ST. PHILIP WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS  

BRIAN AND AMYE WEBSTER  
Brian and Amye Webster and their two children have just joined Saint Philip by Letter of Transfer 

from Westminster Presbyterian Church in Anacortes, WA.  They are returning their memberships 

to St. Philip after a work assignment took them to Washington State in 2011.  Brian and Amye’s 

children were baptized at St. Philip when they were infants, and their grandmother, Mary Benson, 

is Amye’s mother.  

Amye grew up in Austin, Texas, and attended Trinity University and UT Austin.  Amye has served 

as a ruling elder at SPPC and is currently a stay-at-home mom with their sons, Joseph (7th grade) 

and John (3rd grade).  She keeps very busy with volunteering and children’s activities.   

Brian grew up in Annapolis, MD, and San Antonio, TX.  Brian has served as a ruling elder in our 

church, and was on our Session at the time he was transferred to Anacortes, WA.  He attended 

Trinity University as well as U of H and University of St. Thomas in Houston.  He currently works 

for Shell as a Senior O.R. Engineer.  In his spare time he enjoys blacksmithing, Scouting, and 

home brewing!  

As former members, they already knew about SPPC, and came back for their family, our worship, 

friendly congregation, the ministerial staff, and music program.  Amye indicates interest in the 

Youth Program and in Fellowship and Caring committees.  They will miss the cool temperatures 

and beauty of Puget Sound, but are glad to be back at SPPC with old friends and family.  Please 

welcome back Amye and Brian and the boys when you see them in church!  

WILLIAM (BILL) AND MELINDA BRUNGER  
Please welcome Bill and Melinda back into active membership at Saint Philip. They were 

members in the 1990s, but have been on the inactive roll in recent years.  Their adult son Chris 

grew up in our church. Melinda, who grew up in the Middle East, is an attorney.  Bill is a 

consultant, and formerly served as an elder at Saint Philip.   

Bill and Melinda value our worship service, our ministerial staff, and our friendliness.  Both 

indicate that they are interested in the Worship Committee. Please welcome Bill and Melinda back 

to SPPC when you meet them on Sunday! 

TOM AND BARBARA MONTGOMERY 
Tom Montgomery and his wife Barbara joined St. Philip this summer.  After regularly attending 

St. Philip for several years, mostly at our 8:30 service, Tom joined by reaffirmation of faith, and 

Barbara by letter of transfer from First Presbyterian, Houston.  It was with deep sadness that we 

learned of Barbara’s death on August 10.  A Service of Witness to the Resurrection in memory of 

Barbara will be held at St. Philip on Saturday, August 20, 2016 at 1:00 PM.  As we extend our 

heartfelt sympathy to Tom and his family, let us make every effort to welcome him with loving 

arms into his new church home.  Originally from Eagle Pass, Tom has previously served as both a 

ruling elder and a deacon in the Presbyterian Church (USA).  He had a career in IT consulting 

before moving to semi-retired status. 
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Dear Friends, 
Over the past weekend, our Summer Lecture Series again filled us with insight and challenge. Mark Allan Powell led us in an 

engaging and evocative way, and I’m grateful for all those who planned and participated. Audio recordings of Mark’s Saturday 

lectures and Sunday sermon are available. Contact the church office, if you are interested in these. 

This weekend capped off a full and productive summer of ministry at St. Philip. Among the highlights were a festive and refreshing 

all-church retreat at Mo-Ranch; hosting hundreds of musicians as part of the National Convention of the American Guild of 

Organists; a high-energy week of Vacation Bible School; a well-attended Bible study series for our young adults; an astonishing (at 

least to me) number of folks gathering for the Sunday morning Listening for God book discussion; a youth beach retreat in 

Galveston; the diligent work by members of our Central Mission Endowment Council to conduct site visits for the many 

organizations who have applied for grants; much effort by our property committee to clean our storage areas in preparation for the 

August 27 church yard sale; the development of the We Choose Welcome campaign by our Peacemaking and Social Justice 

Committee; and many, many new faces joining us for worship. All of these things in and around the church have been happening 

while many of us have been out and away, pursuing all the good things of summer. The activities at St. Philip have also been 

happening against the background of a turbulent summer in our national life, one marked by tragedy and tension. 

As school resumes and a new a program year soon commences and schedules return to something like normal, the community of St. 

Philip gathers from all the places summer has scattered us. It is a time for recommitment and reconnection. A poem by pastor J. 

Barrie Shepherd that appeared recently in The Presbyterian Outlook speaks to some of the feelings of coming back to church in this 

new season.  

Why I Still Go 

May God keep us in our going out and our coming in – and in all the seasons of our lives. 

Faithfully yours, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RECIPIENT OF SEPTEMBER 4 COMMUNION OFFERING 

For almost 50 years the St. Philip community has supported Good Neighbor Healthcare Center.  Joe and Ruth Hobbs from St. Philip 

were one of the founding couples.  Since that time, the clinic has grown but their mission has remained the same.  Al Waldrop is on 

Good Neighbor’s Board of Directors and its Treasurer. 

As a Federally Qualified Health Center, Good Neighbor sees all patients, who are predominantly uninsured or underinsured 

individuals living in the zip codes within the greater Houston area.  Good Neighbor provides to all those in need, regardless of their 

ability to pay for services.  In 2005 Good Neighbor became a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC).  Quality care is integrated 

by and among Family Medicine, Pediatrics, Dental and the recently added services of OB/GYN, Podiatry, and Behavioral Health.   

Ann Thielke, RN, BSN, JD, who is CEO of Good Neighbor will briefly tell us about the Center during the Mission Opportunity time 

at the 11:00 am worship service on Sunday, August 21.  Good Neighbor is the recipient of the communion offering on Sunday, 

September 4.   

For all their quirks and quibbles, all their foibles, 

squabbles, even downright donnybrooks, 

I find my people there. 

Recalcitrant, to be sure, concerning this issue, 

or that. As reluctant as those first followers 

to accept what fairest Jesus brought to life. 

Yet singing the same sweet songs. 

Murmuring familiar prayers. 

Admitting, as I must, that another week 

has worn its way, no closer to the kingdom. 

 

Hungering, across years of disappointment, 

for words that ring so clear they melt 

the frozen marrow, drag you back again – 

despite – to trust, compassion, even resolution. 

For all my weary, reasoned doubt, 

the continuing disillusion and despair 

of this already blood-drenched century, 

for all my anger at her blind echoing 

of the worst that hides in all of us, 

come Sunday morning, somehow, 

I still find myself in church. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR ALL 
Nursery and Preschool  

Infants and children through four years old 

8:30 am to 12:30pm - Room 106 

Staffed by professional childcare providers. 

Sunday school classes are now on summer break.  

Save the Date! 
September 4—Meeting for Sunday School Teachers 

September 25—Bible Presentations for Children in  

1st, 3rd, and 5th Grades 

Sunday, September 11 is Rally Day  
and the first day of Sunday School Classes 

CHURCH & SOCIETY - Room 201 - Sept. 11 - Join us for 

Aunt Jane Larkin's coffeecake, kolaches, coffee and juice for the 

Summer Class Reunion for Church and Society and Previews of 

Coming Attractions from the presenters for the Fall Semester. 

Sept. 18 -  A Science-Religion Potpourri - Mini-Myths in 

Science Books, Sept. 25 - Can Nature Be a Guide to Goodness? 

- presented by Bruce Yaeger.   

BIBLE STUDY – Room 204 – The class is engaged in a study  

of the book of  1 Samuel which tells of the rise of the kingdom 

of Israel and the eventual rise of David as their leader, revealing 

throughout the very human traits of the people involved in the 

narrative.  The Bible study class utilizes the insights of a variety 

of scholars to expand our understanding of God’s message of 

faithfulness to His people.  Nancy Cook and Al Waldrop lead 

the discussions.  All are welcome. 

SPa—Room 200  - The SPa (Saint Philip Adults) class is a 

fellowship of adults from all walks of life who gather for 

learning and community.   

WEEKDAY STUDIES 

MONDAY EVENING STUDY GROUP 
The next gathering of the Monday evening study group is 

August 22, in the dining room (in the administration building, at 

the south end of campus). We will be finishing Harvey Cox’s 

How to Read the Bible, reading chapter 10, “How do we read 

the Bible today?” and the conclusion. Time permitting, we will 

also start discussing the introduction of our next book, The 

Gnostic Gospels by Elaine Pagels. Join us from 5:30 to 7:00 

p.m. for coffee, snacks, and conversations that feed the mind 

and nourish faith. 

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY 

Wednesday Bible study with Omar Rouchon will resume 

September 14th. The class meets weekly in the dining room, 

10:30 - 11:30 a.m.  

PRESBYTERIAN MEN’S WEEKLY FELLOWSHIP  
Join the Men’s Weekly Fellowship on September 9th.  They 

meet on Fridays in the Conference Room at noon.  A book is 

chosen at the beginning of the year to discuss. Men who wish to 

participate should bring a bag lunch; refreshments will be 

provided.  Men of all ages are welcome. The group wraps up 

promptly at 1:00 pm.   
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MONTHLY BOOK GROUP   
A monthly interest group for women who like to read books, 

socialize, and have a night out meets the 2nd Thursday of each 

month at 7:00 p.m. at a member’s home.  Our next meeting, is 
September 8 at the home of Barbara Cavanaugh. We will 
discuss The Martian by Andy Weir. This self-led, interactive 

group produces lively discussions and wonderful fellowship. 

Please note that we have switched the order of the October book 

and the January 2017 book to coincide with the release of the 

movie “The Girl on the Train.” For more information go to: 

http://saintphilip.net/BookGroup.html   

YOUNG ADULTS  

2ND ANNUAL SUPER SOAKER PARTY 
The Young Adults are invited to the Fairs’ house on Saturday, 

August 20 at 4:00 p.m.  The return of epic water fights and 

potluck dinner to bring summer to a close! 

MONTROSE STREET REACH MINISTRY 
The Young Adults of St. Philip support the Montrose Street 

Reach Ministry every 4th Wednesday of the month during 2016, 

supplying and serving snacks to homeless persons gathering 

before they have dinner.   The next date will be August 24 from 

5:30– 6:30 p.m.  The address is 1110 Lovett Blvd., Houston, TX 

77006. Caution: do not park behind Half Price Books, as they 

tow non-customers. Park instead on a side street or in front of 

the Presbytery Office. For more information contact Keatan 

King at keatan@saintphilip.net 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 
This summer the Young Adults have taken time 

to visit the local breweries of Houston.  Our 

next site will be Town in City Brewery on 

August 27 at noon. The address is 1125 West 

Cavalcade, Houston, TX 77009 . Check your 

inbox for more details soon.  

YOUTH 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS 
We will have our annual Blessing of the Backpacks on Sunday, 

August 21 during both worship services. Please bring your 

backpack, briefcase, etc. to be blessed as we look forward to a 

new school year and more formal work schedules. 

YOUTH END-OF-SUMMER WATER PARTY 
Let's have one last hurrah before summer comes to a close and 

the school begins again! On Sunday, August 21 following the 

11:00 a.m. worship service, all youth are invited to Walker and 

Jessie Fair's house for a water party. We'll have lunch and play 

games with water balloons. If you have super soakers or other 

water toys, you're welcome to bring them. Wear your swimsuit 

and shoes you can get wet and run in. Bring your towel, 

sunscreen, a hat, and your own lunch, if you don't want pizza, 

salad, and fruit.  Please RSVP to Keatan King at 

keatan@saintphilip.net.  

http://saintphilip.net/BookGroup.html
mailto:keatan@saintphilip.net?subject=Young%20Adults%20at%20SPPC
mailto:keatan@saintphilip.net?subject=Youth%20End-of-Summer%20Water%20Party


YARD SALE 
God calls us to be good 

stewards of the gifts we 

receive and one way to 

accomplish this, as a 

church family, is to be 

eff ic ient  wi th  our 

property. In the last 

decade, St. Philip has 

passed through a major building campaign and combined two 

great Church Families and the result is the accumulation of 

property that “needs a new home”. The Property Committee has 

been working to organize and clean out the various rooms 

around the campus. The results will include a yard sale on 

Saturday, August 27 from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. If you’re cleaning 

out your home consider donating your items to the yard sale. No 

clothing or electronics, please target items under 100 lbs. and in 

relatively good condition. Place items under the church 

walkway, outside the old classrooms, and text Ed Hess to that 

effect by end of day Friday, August 26. Pickup will be available 

for selected items depending on availability of volunteers with 

trucks. If you have any questions or are interested in 

volunteering then please call Ed Hess at 281-755-4920. 

HOLLY HALL BOOK REVIEW SERIES 
For those of you who love to read, Holly Hall has announced its 

series of book reviews for 2016-17. An excellent selection of 

books awaits you, and all proceeds from the Book Review 

Series help to cover the cost of care for residents who may no 

longer be able to afford it. Season tickets are $35 apiece and 

individual tickets are $12. All reviews begin at 10:30 a.m. at St. 

Luke’s Methodist Church, 3471 Westheimer. For your 

convenience, signup sheets are available on the bulletin board in 

the office.  

JOIN THE RECYCLING TEAM 
Did you know that your Sunday bulletin does not end up adding 

to the landfill?  At St. Philip, a small team of dedicated 

volunteers picks up bulletins and other paper waste generated 

here at the church and takes it to our home recycling bins or the 

recycling center.  It’s one way we as a congregation can help 

care for God’s creation.  Would you like to be a part of the 

team?  We are always happy to add new volunteers. If you 

would like to be part of the St. Philip Recyclers, please contact 

the church office.   

ATTENTION:  St. Philip Presbyterian Women 
2016-2017 Horizons Bible Study Guides, "Who is Jesus?  What 

Difference a Lens Makes" will be available for purchase 

($9.00 ) after the 11:00 worship service on August 21. 

Presbyterian Women of New Covenant invite you to an 

overview of the 2016-2017 Horizons Bible Study: Who is Jesus? 

What a Difference a Lens Makes. Mary Marcotte, Associate 

General Presbyter of New Covenant, will lead the free 

overviews on various dates between now and August 27 at 

different locations.  

• Friday, August 19 at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in 

Beaumont 1350 N. 23rd St., Beaumont 77706 9:30 a.m.-12:00 

noon: Register with Holly in church office at 409-892-8611 

ext. 100 or holly@saintandy.org  

• Saturday, August 20 at First Presbyterian Church in Navasota 

302 Nolan St., Navasota 77868 09:45 a.m.: Registration, 

followed by overview (10a.m) and lunch. Register with church 

office at 936-825-6847 or fpcnavasota@embarqmail.com 

(office open Tues., Wed., Thurs.)  

• Saturday, August 27 at John Knox Presbyterian Church in 

Houston 2525 N. Gessner, Houston 77080 9:30 a.m.-12:00 

noon: Register with Debbie at 713-462-5448 or 

johnknoxhouston@gmail.com 

Recuperating at Home 
Sue Baier  Joe Anne Berwick 

Jan Conner   Larry Dean    

Helen Harris  Malcolm Host   

Rusty Howard   Jo Jones 

Toto McGehee  Alice Pennington 

Ruth Siciliano  Sondra Sullivan 

Carolyn Vestal  Penny Vieau    
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Tom Montgomery and family upon the death of his wife, Barbara 

 on August 10.  Memorial service will be Saturday,   

 August 20th at 1:00 p.m. In lieu of  flowers, please make 

 a gift to Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary - 

 austinseminary.edu  

Winston Crowder – Memorial Hermann, TMC 

Ruth Weber – Vosswood for rehab/physical therapy  

Jim Bratton – moved to Buckingham for rehabilitation 

Virginia Lemen – healthcare at Bayou Manor  

Don & Valerie Meyer – parents of Jan Meyer, coping with health 

 issues 

Dan Cleveland’s niece Deanna in Kissimmee, FL fighting Stage 
 IV Breast Cancer 
Don DeCamp - Gary Gardner and Peg Palisin’s friend who has 
 metastatic prostate cancer  
Karen & Bill Morris’s nephew Jason in Virginia, diagnosed with 
 Stage IV colorectal  cancer 
Cathy Truxillo—Wayne & Sandra Truxillo’s sister-in-law who 
 is receiving treatment for congestive heart failure 
Larraine Lyter-Reed’s brothers: Martin is recovering from  
 amputation; Leland – ongoing cancer treatment   

Are you Presby Pro  
(Presbyterian Proficient)? 

Test your knowledge about Presbyterian 

history, symbols, practices, and more.   

1. Before the Philip-Eye, the church 

newsletter’s name was what?  (Hint this was 

1954-56) 

2. What is the Paschal Vigil? 

mailto:holly@saintandy.org?subject=PW%20Overview
mailto:fpcnavasota@embarqmail.com?subject=PW%20Overview
mailto:johnknoxhouston@gmail.com?subject=PW%20Overview
http://www.austinseminary.edu/


August 16, 2016 



THE COMMUNION SUNDAY COIN JAR:  
CENTS-ABILITY HUNGER PROGRAM AT ST. PHILIP 

Have you wondered about that big jar full of coins that sits up in front of the sanctuary on the first Sunday of each month?  That big 

jar is one of the ways our congregation helps fight hunger. Cents-Ability began in 1975 when a group of Presbyterian Women in 

Florida pledged to give 2¢ per meal to help combat hunger in their community and beyond.  The program grew, and it now is an 

important part of the PCUSA’s Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP).  In 2014, PHP Cents-Ability funds went to support a wide 

variety of programs aimed at food security, both here in the US and around the globe.   

Here at St. Philip, we send half of what we collect to the national Presbyterian Hunger Program, and the other half stays here to 

support hunger programs in the Houston community.  

Taking part in Cents-Ability is easy, and it’s something that anyone can do. Set aside just a few cents a day, and on the first Sunday 

of each month bring your coins to drop in the jar.  That resonant jingle reminds us of all that we have and all we can share. “Happy 

are those . . . who give food to the poor.”  (Psalm 146: 5-8) 

LORD OF THE STREETS 
The next date for us to serve breakfast to the homeless is Sunday, September 11.  We gather in the St. Philip parking lot at 6:30 

a.m. to carpool to Trinity Episcopal Church and are back at the church by 9:00 a.m. in time for Sunday school.  We need 15 

volunteers.  If this date is good for you, please call Janet Davis at 713-464-2385 to take part in this gratifying project. 

BBQ 
Join us for the Annual BBQ! The fun begins at 5:30 pm in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, September 17th. The Fellowship 

Committee will provide drinks and meat. Please bring a pot-luck dish to share: A-D desserts, E-P side dishes, Q-Z salads/veggies. 

Also, bring your best home-made ice-cream for the annual ice-cream contest. All ages are welcome.  We'll see you there! 

SUMMER LECTURE SERIES AUDIO CD’S 
If you missed the Summer Lectures Series this year with Dr. Mark Allan Powell, or would like to listen again, please call the 

church office by Aug. 31st to request an audio CD of the three lectures on Saturday and the sermon on Sunday. The Summer Lectures 

Series is sponsored by the Christian Education Committee at St. Philip. 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Hey you beautiful people! (We saw your photos so we know it’s true!) The final distribution of the newly updated Church Directory 

will be on Rally Day, Sunday, September 11th. Mark your calendars. If you miss it, don’t despair! You may always swing by the 

church office Monday through Friday and pick it up. Either way, be sure to get your copy! The Communications Committee 

ARTS & CRAFTS STUDIO SATURDAY’S 
The next Arts & Crafts Saturday would be September 3, but since that is a holiday weekend, we will not meet until October 1.  

Would you like to share a craft with everyone?  Last year Vicki McKay taught us how to make large ribbon wreaths; Jeromy Murphy 

taught bookmaking;  we learned how to make pop-up greeting cards; flower pot snowmen where a hit and Sarah Metsa taught 

jewelry making.  If you would like to share a craft, please contact Lori Murphy at lmurphette@gmail.com or 713-447-5320. 

 

 

PRESBYTERIAN FLOOD RELIEF EFFORTS 
Record flooding over the weekend in parts of Louisiana has left thousands homeless and as many as a half dozen people dead. The 

Presbytery of South Louisiana says the heavy rains with as much as six to 10 inches, took everyone by surprise. Read more at: 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/record-flooding-louisiana-leaves-thousands-homeless/  
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Thank you to Laura and Tim Burgess who ventured to 

Galveston with Keatan King this past weekend to 

chaperone our youth: Lily Maguire, Austin Lippincott, 

Nicholas Arlinghaus, Joseph Webster, Molly Vestal, 

Fiona Murphy, Eleanor Kimbro, Anne Johnson, Claire 

Steward, Charlotte Murphy, Tyler Lippincott, and 

Sasha Arlinghaus. 

mailto:lmurphette@gmail.com?subject=Share%20a%20Craft
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/record-flooding-louisiana-leaves-thousands-homeless/

